
  

 

 
 

I. Who is Joseph? 
 

1. Joseph is known as a businessman. 
 

Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James 
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3) 

 
2. Joseph is known as a reputable man. 

  
3. Joseph is a man of God.  

 
II. What does it mean to fear the LORD? 

 
Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was 

strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in 
numbers. (Acts 9:31) 

 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. 

 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
 

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 

wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
(Matthew 1:18-25) 

 



  

1. Joseph faced his fears by listening to God. (v. 20) 
 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, 
“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going 
to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night 

and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. (Matthew 2:13) 
 

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get 
up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take 

the child’s life are dead.” (Matthew 2:19-20) 

 
2. Joseph faced his fears by responding to God. (v.24) 

 
Joseph “did what the Angel of the LORD commanded him.” (Matthew 1:24; 2:13; 2:21) 

 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who 

listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  

(James 1:22-24) 

 
3. Joseph faced his fears by submitting to God. (v.25) 

 
And he gave him the name Jesus. (Matthew 1:25) 

 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  
(Romans 12:1-2) 

 
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 

punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. (1 John 4:18) 

 
III. Personal Reflection: 

 
1. How do you quiet yourself to hear from God. Share an example with your 

small group or friends. 
2. How do you respond to God’s Word? How has the Scriptures shaped your 

FEARS into faith? 
3. Write down your list of FEAR of others. How will you submit your FEARS to 

God this week? 


